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All whales belong to a group (or Order) known as Cetaceans (she TAY shuhnz). There are two types of
Cetaceans- toothed (odontocete) and baleen (mysticete).
Baleen is a special filter that some whales use to sieve tiny food particles and animals from the water.
Today there are 78 species of whales swimming in the oceans around the world; 67 species are toothed
and 11 are baleen. Visitors to North Carolina’s Outer Banks have the chance to see whales like the
bottlenose dolphin, sperm whale, right whale and humpback whale depending on the season.
Whales are large, intelligent marine mammals. They breathe air through a blowhole into lungs, are
warm-blooded and give birth to their young as opposed to laying eggs.
Several species of whales were hunted close to extinction. Most population have not yet recovered from
the intense hunting and still face threats to their survival from human activities.
Two serious threats to several species of Cetaceans are being hit by ships and tangled in fishing gear.
North Carolina’s whaling industry lasted for over 200 years (1700s to 1916).
North Carolina’s whaling industry initially relied on “drift” whales that washed ashore or became
stranded; later on whalers would begin to harpoon the whales.
Shore-based whaling activities seem to have extended as far north as Cape Hatteras and southward to
Little River, though most whale catching was centered at the Beaufort area.
The Outer Banks shore whalers were in the habit of giving names to the Right Whales they caught(Ex:
Mayflower, Little Children).
The last whale reportedly captured on the North Carolina coast was killed on March 16, 1916.
*For More Information, See Reverse
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