North Carolina Shark Attacks Project

Note: The following article describes the shark attacks to the
crew of the Tzenny Chandris that occurred in November of 1937
off Cape Hatteras in Dare County. The first article appeared in
the Dallas Morning News, November 15, 1937. The second arti-
cle is from the Richmond Times Dispatch, November 16, 1937.

% NORTH CAROLINA
MARITIME
MUSEUMS

BEAUFORT HATTERAS SOUTHPORT

| Water Infected With Sharks.
’ Copreight, 1937, by United Prvss.} | .
NORFOLK. Van Nov. lé—Lieut | Grim Fight for Life Related |t
Richard Burke, who piloted & Coa@t; _ GI' Flg X -
Guard amphibian plane over the Cape : By Sul'VlVOI'S O,f Frelghter .
Hatterzs area in which the Grs:ek ! v
3 2enny Chandris sank Sat- I NORFOLK, (F)—Parched-throated sallors, snatched from.|{
fm";hws Tda dy ot how B sars death by the Coast Guard cutter Mendots after their Greek frelght- [}
oror rescued 1| oand e sossu ship, yostardsy saries of a ramatic fight for 1o |
vivors of the di r were ! i| o o rescue ship yesterday storles of a dramalic fig e
5 A ninst the odds of shark-infested waters, stormy seas and conditions
fiterally from the jows of sharke, ' {‘haatAdrg;oﬁnmamnne. " 'f cantaln G couton. |1
- > ver scen ' gh g acrosg the nose o. aplain George uiop-
We had been fismg o the . andells, master of the little vessel which plunged Saturday to the {
about two hours when we saw five _ Pom? of m;,l. A”ﬂm &ﬁ‘r‘n the !
v = "!ke oss of seven lives, bore ony
dead bodies floating about” B !t the harrowing struggte for sur- | Head Wedged i
szid. ~Then we saw iwo of the crew. 1| vival, 3 i = X
They were wearing life preservers . m'rt:‘m v;otmgi ,vivas inflicted 3¥-| the In Auto Wmdow, ¥
' of a fellow scaman, ven ® .
One waved at us feebly. 'I'hiiot‘-}‘—f | mad by 32 hours of exposure in Child Strangles :
. Chﬂg ’ 6 Opeh &ea, Ci ng 8 of|.
was bobbng up and down and | wreckago while awaiting long-| jooone puscent povear-old -
s feet I mged,l',{:’:c"m“““' “:‘; d?:gtg:n daughter of Dr. and Mrs, Car)|¢
~He seemed to have a lot of pep. O e e L P, Ruamll, 4100 Mooument Ave- |,
Then we were horrified to see sharks | || Pick up tho last 16 survivors of the |y, ghe partly Jowered window glass |¢
about fifteen feet away from these Commander Henry Coyle, mas- | Sy C85 Darked In front of her |4
men and headed straight toward them. ter of iho Mendolg, who seld ho DS Sh] s Lo omh. v ¢
e ; never seen “an, a
The men with all the pep seemed to [[ehis” in his 27 years aa & Coast |, She was pronounced dead al the |,
serse his danger and it looked to us | e seaosd ot or |J: H. Scharer, coroner. esid her !
Eke he might be kickirg at the sharks {man being pulled bodily through |4¢ath was due to strangulation.
to k them away. his 1ife belt by o shark after the| The child, playing alone, ap- |,
.‘to E“p h -1' ked S .|freighter went under—its life- mlﬁi“‘:?l’& i g{g leg -
“Everywhere we 100 ther ere .| boats smashed or swept away. 8 el er 1o ¢
i = put her head through the narro
skarks—and more sherks. We m:me; ! amp:h;:m"% Y W Gpeniag in the vindow. 1t 1s o
diately dmpped smoke bombs an e O o s o s cmmun?sy“yfu ’”3&‘,‘,{' leaving her b
zoomed 2bout over the men to call the [|fo, b from tho doomod aresse!| " Motorists passing slong the busy |c
g B cutter street cither did not notice the|l
aitention of the Coast Guard the last to b pioked up of those |HVEL PIBTET (4, Mot otice, thel
‘\fondota to their locztion. We also »|adrift, told of sharks darting at |y o G B e ward th
thog i harks. We had ([ils anklos and of sucessfuly | (o of the thoroughiare, or supe |
“hoped to frighten the shar e e || soaring them sway with & stick. | % 81 tH0 PRoroughiare, or sup- |
: aF i chance an b| Konstantinos Balaskas, third :
:about decided to tzke a | enginet e ks hia Greck fer, [P0 Was noticeabls when she was 1
‘1and in an attempt to rescue the !ne;x1 sllovs moke throueh fnterptolars, mﬂ%o by er m’c:;r.m "
iwhen the Mendota put over a sma [recited another chapter in the|regiona) director for the east of |8
; || stirring drama. Blaskas sald the sorv!
‘boat and took them aboard. 3|8, O, 8, which crackled through f{‘,fm',‘l“g‘},,“l &“ lﬁlehmoz’c;' .?13 :
! =1t was a horrible and gruesome s{to Comst Quardsmen shortly be-|entered on actual field duty as|!
L e Rane Vo ararty o the y|fore daybreak Saturday, was sent|tha local headquarters November |6
' sight I don’t know ho ¥ i ggelyngrm:,"'ih‘“’;’d g;?}'o‘h:n‘&‘d‘: 1. He formerly was in charge of |¢
‘missing were eaten by the shar ! threst to Kkill him unless the dis- [theion 0 "1 division at Wash- I
iduln't see &uyone eaten bt 3 DATY " oprto Il 0w th|cimien Furmel Mo ok |
P X y 0 an's  Fun ome, Park|)c
- pilot who also flew over the scene 8.0 8, through & misunderstand- | Avenue and Boulevard, a} 3 o'clook | ¥
‘me that he saw sharks teanng apart ing of ihe captain's order, the|tomorrow afternoon. The body will |4
-bodies of the dead wko were floating auer M, bo taken to Washington for cre- |V
.near the spot where the ship went
1s -
COWIL

Submitted by John Hairr, NC Maritime Museum, Beaufort, N.C., August 5th, 2014.



