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North Carolina Shark Attacks Project

Note: The following article describes a shark attack upon two in-
dividuals that occurred on September 3rd, 2001 off Avon in Dare
County. This article appeared in The Rockford Register, Septem-

ber 5th 2001.

Shark fatality ﬁrst in N.C. since 1957

A second victim
remains in critical
condition.
The Associated Press

AVON, N.C. — Summer’s
final holiday weekend was in
its waning hours when Sergei
Zalmkaevam}NalahaSlobod
skaya went for an evening
swim off one of North Caroli-
na’s best-known beaches. It
ended gruesomely when a
shark attacked them both.

Zaloukaev, 28, was bitten

foot,anddledksn&od

shordyad’terMmday’smk
Rescue crews said he was in
cardiac arrest by the time they
arrived.

She lost her left foot.

Trauma surgeon Dr. Jef-
frey Riblet said he was sur-
prised Slobodskaya survived.
She lost a massive amount of
hland much of it frmm a 12-

inch diameter bite on her left
hip — a wound that was near-
Iy to the bone.

No one saw the attack in the
surf 20 to 40 feet off the Cape
Hatteras National Seashore in

The Associated Press
People walk on the beach Tuesday in Avon, N.C., near the
area where a shark attacked a couple Monday evening.

It was the nation’s second

10-year-old boy was killed Sat-
urday off Virginia Beach, Va.,
135 miles north.

Geor_ge
International Shark Attack File
in Gainesville, Fla., said it was
the first time since 1994 that
there had heen tun fatal shark

Shark attacks

Beachgoers on the East Coast are
on alert following two recent fatal
shark attacks near Sandbridge
Beach, Va., and Avon, N.C.

attacks in the United States in
the same year.

Burgess said Monday'’s at-
tack was very unusual because
North Carolina reports few
shark attacks. There were five
last summer, none fatal.

He cauticned that the fatal-
ities did nnt indicate a trend.

Submitted by John Hairr, NC Maritime Museum, Beaufort, N.C., July 31st, 2014.




