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Note: The following is an article that describes a shark attack that
occurred on October 1st,1855, in the vicinity of Cape Hatteras in

Dare County. This article appeared in the Albany Evening Journal,
October 13th, 1855.

Rescue of Nine More of e Crew of the
Ship Willtam Penn.

The brig Excel, Captain Talman, arrived at
Savannah on Monday afternoon, from N. York,
having on the Ist of October, fallen iu with the
raft containing the two mates and seven seamen
from the wreek of the William Penn, after hav-
ing been twelve hours without provisions and
water, This makes nincteen persons saved out
of the twenty-fire, Threz are known to have
been lost; two others were last scen on & Loat
drifting from the wreck, and have been probably
reseved by some vessel,

Wa anuex a very intsresting letter from Mrs,
Cole, the captain’s wile, of the ill-fated ship,
which we find in ike Boston Traveller,
THRILLING NARRATIVE OF THE WRECK BY THE

CAPTAIN'S WIFL.

‘We have received a letter {rom Mrs. Cole, the
wife of Captain Cole, of the William Penn,
which gives o very graphio description of the
wreck of that vessel off Cape Hatteras, which
iiag ulready heen announced in our papur, The
ship, it appears, ran aground on a shoal, on the
morning of the 30th of September. The masts
wero cat away, and soveral vessels, one of them
the steamer Nashville, wiich saw their signals of
distress, went heedless by. We quote from the
letter :—

As we swore attempling to lower our boats four
men werg drowned in the breakers | and in the
conrse of a very little time our three hoats npon
which we placed much dvpendence, were all
capsized and taken adrift and our long boat Lro-
ken up by the falling of the wast,  Yet there
was as much order and decornm among the crew
as in ordinary duly on board ship. With cheer-
fulness they immediately went to work to con-
struct & raft and furnished it with provisions,
&c., 83 a dernier resort—although all felt that
the final breaking up of the ship might not take
place for twenty-four Lours or more.  We could
distinctly seo many people standing on the shove,
tooking on our torlorn condition.

But the day wore away, and the dreariness of]
uight came on ; when it was dark we showed
blae lights, which signal we thought we saw re-
tared from shore, but no kindly hand offered re-
tief. T'he breakers now became fearful about
our ship, which shook her like a trembling leaf,
and about 9 o'clock in the evening we found our
cabin filling, and kuew the crisis gt be near
at hand. Permission was then given to all that
choose, to repair to the ratt, The flrst and sec-
ond mate wont forward, lowered the raft and
seven men with them,

The captain chose to remain still on the ship,
and repaired to the quarter deck with as many
ap liked to remain with Lim : and what was quite
remarkable, out of our number of 20, we wers
equally divided——eight went with the oficers and
cight remained with thecaptain and myself, As
we stood there watching the final breaking up,
10 one would have discovered the least trepida-
tion or dismay ; but there was perfect cool de-
liberation, each watching thepieces as they sepa-
rated, and the captain coustantly direeting their
attention to such us he thought would be sufe to
venture on, and saying, *“ Tach of yon select a¢-
cording to your jrdzment.”

We took an afluctionate farewell of each other
and commendad ourselves to tha tender wercies
of acompnssiongte ‘God. Just befora the bul-
warks fell in, my husband says—* Boys, will any
of you assistin saving my wife?’ One noble
sailor standing neariim promptly replied—“That
siry is what I have remained here for, and I am
ready to do anythtug.” Justthen came the final
crash, and the captain gave me to this man, who
with the assistance of auother, dragged me on a
plece of the wreck; this is the lagt [ know of my
husband : his foothold gave way and he sank
into the waters, though the sailors saw him

cowe up sowe distance off, on the mizzen mast.

The breakers wers dashing over us terribly,
and washing mae off every few minntes. Two or
three times 1 sonk, vxpecting to rise no more,
and resiyned my spirit to Him who gave it—but
by violent struggles and the aid of the men, I
ghined 1ny position once more, Threz of the
suilors gopu found one-half of the guarter deck
whole and sonud. This they scon galned, and
throw us a rope to coms {o them, saying, ** Not
a man of you comes on board till Mrs. Cole is
safely hero."

My clothes had nearly all been torn and cut
off, so that I felt the chill of the night air when-
uver the hreeze sprang up, while the water was
still washing over us, but they did all they could
to make me comfortable and keep ma as dry as
possible. Our ralt borve us safely over tho Lreals-
urg, Aand we veory yoon found oursclves in smooth
watcr.  Here were the nine afloat on the sxme
piven of wreck, but where was the tenth 7 But
1 forbear—I trust I shall oon meet him in New
York.

Moruing dawned. Aganin and again our hearts
were cheosred by the approach of n vessul, and
signals ol distress were hoisted, but onr hearts
sunk wlthin 1y us aach peeseda on ity way heed-
lesey of our dismay. The day waned, aud night
wis ¢oming on, when wo discovered a schooner
not far distant. We made a desporate effort to
hail her, and now, O merciful Providence, shu
lowered Ler boat, and it suakes for us!

I shall not attenspt to dosuribe cur amotions.
Uor the first time [ wept, and thouy?ts of :ny
dear hysband avorcume mo.  Weo bade ndien to
our vaft; that was then surrounded hiy tirtlos,
delphing, and sharke, too ravenous to wait their
time, A shiark bit one of the sailors that had
droppad his foot over the side.

On board tha schooner Marcus, Captain El-
dridge 'did evorything for our comfort that lay
i his power. We rmmnined on bogrd foce days,
nid then hp ikl the stéwmship Knoxviile,
bound to Suvauniah, and asked Capt. Luwdlow if
ho would take ug on honed. Certainly, Diring
them on honrd,” wo heard him say with prempt
cordinlity,

On bokrd Lthe Knoxville wo received thukindost
Lreatient ;s gontribution was raised for us, and
e ariving at Bavannah, Suturday maorning,
Gupl. Ludlow took wus on board the stemmship
Alabama, that wns to =nil for New York that eve-
ing, and now we are on board that flusly con-

.

lucted baat, approsching tho delightfal shores, |
p one entrangs to Now Yorlk, 15 W, Covw
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