North Carolina Shark Attacks Project

NORTH CAROLINA
'<|{ MARITIME Note: The following is an article that describes a shark attack that
MUSEUMS occurred on July 26th, 1870, in the Cape Fear River at Smithville,
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which is today known as Southport, in Brunswick County. This ar-
ticle appeared in the Daily Journal, July 31st, 1870.
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Editors Journal—Dean Srns:—About 8
o'clock, p. m., yesterday ovening, tho
; 26th fadt., ?bilo\ several mombora of Bat-
W G.'ath” Artillery, whioh is stationod
‘& Wls'plade, werc in bathing negr the
QGévprnment . wharf, s'yonng man named
Gilea Gordon, bugler in said Battory, had
tho misfortane of recciving a very sovere
and painful wound upon .hia foo! from
the bite of a shark, nnd theroby came very
near [dalnj bia; life. © Whon tho shark first
seized the bugler, it drew him beneath the
surfooé of the wator'; but, by the violent

 of tho disontangled leg, he tore

1

er foM ;:frém the grasp of the ter-
‘rible monster und swam a few fcet to the
wharf, when he was assisted out of the
water and taken to the hospital.
Hig wound was: then promptly and care-
tnllydrwod 5 the Post Sargeon, Dr.
Boyer. ootor thinks amputation

be nnneoeuary and hopes that his
Klﬁbnt will be able to pursue his journey
omo in 8 few woeks his tlme in tho army

'I‘hil event wﬂl oettmnly prove a sgla-
fary warning to bathers in this vlonmty
. Xours imost respectfully. %

Submitted by John Hairr, NC Maritime Museum, Beaufort, N.C., July 31st, 2014.



