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n November 1996, the commercial salvage company Intersal, Inc. reported the location of

an unidentified shipwreck just outside Beaufort Inlet to North Carolina archaeologists. Though
not definitively identified to date, many researchers believe the remains represent the long-lost
flagship of Blackbeard the pirate, the fabled Queen Anne’s Revenge. State archaeologists and
historians continue on-site investigations, excavation, and historical research. The facts pre-
sented below represent some of what is known about both the notorious pirate and his ship.

Blackbeard the Pirate

% Little is known concerning the origin of Blackbeard the
pirate. Documents suggest both Bristol and London in England, the
island of Jamaica, and even Philadelphia as his home. He is said to
have operated out of Jamaica as a privateer during Queen Anne’s
War (1702-1713) previous to becoming a pirate.

% Historical sources vary as to Blackbeard’s real name.
Although popularly known as Edward Teach, documents of the
time indicate that his surname was most often written “Thatch.”

% It appears that Blackbeard began his piratical career sailing
in consort with Benjamin Hornigold. Though Hornigold’s activities
as a pirate can be traced back to as early as 1714, it is not known
for sure when Thatch joined forces. The earliest mention of
Blackbeard by name found to date is in a ship captain’s report indi-
cating his presence in Providence, Bahamas in March 1717.

% Blackbeard participated in the capture of over fifty vessels,
some in association with the other pirate leaders, Hornigold and
Stede Bonnet. Due to Blackbeard’s terrifying image and reputa-
tion, most captains gave up without a fight when attacked.

% Following the loss of the Queen Anne’s Revenge off
Beaufort Inlet, Blackbeard made his way to Bath. There in June
1718 he received the king’s pardon from North Carolina’s
Governor Charles Eden. However, the pirate soon returned to his

former activities.

% Blackbeard was eventually tracked down at Ocracoke Inlet,
North Carolina, by volunteers from the Royal Navy and killed in a
brief but bloody battle on November 22, 1718.

Queen Anne’s Revenge

% Thatch captured a French slave ship called the Concorde off
the island of St. Vincent on November 28, 1717. The pirate
exchanged his smallest sloop for the slaver and transformed her
into his flagship.

% French historical documents indicate that the Concorde was
a 200 to 300 ton vessel with an original armament of 14 cannon
and crew of 75 men.

% Thatch strengthened the armament of the ship to around
40 cannon, renamed her the Queen Anne’s Revenge, and for the
next six months used the ship in consort with smaller sloops to
harass shipping throughout the Caribbean and up the eastern
seaboard of North America.

% According to various letters and depositions, Blackbeard
ran both the Queen Anne’s Revenge and a smaller consort sloop,
Adventure, aground off Topsail Inlet (present-day Beaufort Inlet)

in early June 1718. According to reports left by some of the pirates
who were present, Blackbeard did this in order to break up his
company of 300 to 400 men. This effectively allowed the pirates to
divide the plunder accumulated to that point among far fewer men;
forty or less by some accounts.

% If the physical remains of Blackbeard’s flagship have indeed
been located, they will have lain relatively undisturbed and unno-
ticed off Beaufort Inlet, North Carolina for almost 300 years. The
on-going field project will take several years to complete and even
additional years to accomplish the associated tasks of artifact con-
servation, interpretation, and analysis.
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